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(57) Abstract: A transmitting side node (NI) increments, by
one per transmission, ajoined counter value (JC), which is
obtained by joining an elimination counter value (R) and a
transmission  counter value (S) in such a manner that the
elimination counter value (R) forms upper-order digits of the
joined counter value (JC) and the transmission counter value
(S) forms the lower-order digits thereof, and the transmitting

side node (NI) then transmits the thus incremented joined
counter value (JC) to recei'virig side nodes (N2, N3). On the
other hand, each of the receiving side nodes (N2, N3) de-
termines that a packet, which has been received together
with the joined counter value (JC) at this time, is a normal
packet if the joined counter value (JC) received at this time
is greater than the joined counter value (JC) received last
time. At this moment, the transmitting side node (NI), if the
joined counter value has been eliminated, generates a new
joined counter value (JC) by incrementing, by one, the elim -
ination counter value (R) present before the elimination and
then joining the incremented elimination counter value (R)
and the transmission counter value (S) in such a manner that
the incremented elimination counter value (R) forms up-
per-order digits of the new joined counter value (JC) and the
transmission counter value (S) forms the lower-order digits
thereof. In this way, the transmitting side node (NI) can gen-
erate a new joined counter value (JC) that is greater than the
joined counter values (JC) transmitted by the transmitting

side node (NI) in the past.
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