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(54)  Separate circuit devices in an intrapackage configuration and assembily techniques

{(57) A muitiple integrated circuit intra-package con-
figuration having a centrally mounted integrated circuit
die and an additional circuit device mounted in the pack-
age periphery. The additional circuit device may provide
mutltiple functions, for example, to protect and enhance
the performance of the integrated circuit die. Examples
of such functions are electrostatic discharge protection
circuits and temperature sensing. The intra-package cir-
cuit device avoids problems such as simple and com-
plex process compatbility and additional space
requirements of utilizing components external to tha
package. The multiple circutt intra-package configura-
tion utifizes the small space available in the vicinity of
lead posts in integrated circuit packages such as SOIC
and TSSOP configurations to mount circuit devicas. [n
one embodiment, a circuit device, for example, a diode,
15 mounted on a lead post and connecled as desired
using any of a variety of connectability alternatives such
as wire bonding. In another embodiment, the integrated
circuit die 15 attached conventionally to a die pad having
a die pad extension disposed between lead posts. A cir-
cuit device is mounted on the die pad extension and
connected as desired. Additionally, within the same
package multiple circuit devices may be present and a
large number of interconnectability options and versatile
configurations are available.
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Cescription

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to packaged circuit devices
and more particularly to separate circuit devices incor-
porated with semiconductor devices within the same
package and associated assembly techniques.

BA ROUND

Semiconductor devices are packaged in a variaty of
package types such as in a dual-in-line package ("DIP™),
thin shrunk small outline package ("TSSCOP™), ceramic
DIP package ("CERDIP"), plastic DIP {"PDIP™, zig-zag-
in-line package {"ZIP™), smali outline integrated circuit
("SOIC"), smail outline J-bend lead package ("SQJ"),
small outtine package ("SOP"}, and a thin small outline
package ("TSOP™.

Typically, integrated circuit packages contain a sin-
gle integrated circuit die mounted on a centralized die
pad within the package. Cther integrated circuit pack-
ages, typically referred to as multi-chip modules
{("MCM™), contain two or more integrated circuit dice
mounted on a certralized die pad or respective central-
ized die pads within the package. The integrated circuit
dice in an MCM are often L3I, VLS. and/or ULSI cir-
cuits.

Oftent a need exists to add circuit devices to existing
devices and device designs. A packaged single inta-
grated circuit die or an MCM may require multiple addi-
tional circuit devices. For semiconductor devices, there
is frequently the need, for example, to add muitiple func-
tion circuits to protect and enhance device performance.
Examples of such protection and performance enhanc-
ing circuits are temperature sensing circuits with voltage
and current detection and electrostatic discharge
("ESD") pratection Gircuits.

At present, the conventional methods typically
achieve an additional function by adding a circuit({s}
externally to the semiconductor package ("external
approach” or integrating the additional circuit(s) with
the semiconductor device on the same wafer ("mono-
lithic approach™) within a package.

The external approach suffers from several disad-
vantages. For example, the external approach incurs
additional packaging costs and addtional assembly
time in relation to the monglithic approach. The external
approach also typically requires more space than a
comparable monglithic approach.

The monolithic approach exhibits several disadvan-
tages as well. The monolithic approach often requires
integrating a simple process{es) associated with the
additional circuit(s) with a relatively complex process
during fabrication. The simple process requires compat-
ibility with all previous and subsequent process steps.
Additionally, the monoiithic approach typically provides
a common base to all circuits which can produce inter-
circuit interference. Furthermore, integrating an addi-
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tional circuit(s) to a previously defined integrated circuit
design, especially after production has begun, incurs
substantial associated expenses such as new layout
costs, mask preparation, and process compatibility
analysis.

SUMMARY

The present invention offers at the assembly level a
low cost hybrid approach alternative to the conventional
external and manelithic circuit packaging approaches.

" The present invention is applicable, for example, to a

packaged single integrated circuit die and to MCM pack-
ages. In accordance with the present invention, a plural-
ity of circuit devices are disposed within a ¢common
circuit package. The present invention in one embodi-
ment utilizes the small space available in the peripheral
region of a circuit package to mount & circuit device on
a circuit mounting platform. Although lead posts in a cir-
cuit package are conventionally used only for wire inter-
connection sites, in angther embodiment of the present
invention the circuit mounting ptatform is a lead post. In
another embodiment, the circuit mounting platform is,
for example, a tab such as a die pad extension, or a
combination of lead post(s) and die pad extension(s). In
another embodiment, low cost assembly techniques are
used to aftach a separate circuit device 10 a circuit
mounting platform located in a circuit package periph-
ery and to couple the separate circuit device to other cir-
cuit mounting platforms and/or an integrated circuit die
present in the same package.

The present invention in another embodiment is a
circuit package configuration that includes an encapsu-
lant having an interior region and a periphery region.
The circuit package configuration also includes a die
pad disposed within the encapsulant, an integrated cir-
cuit die disposed on the die pad in an interior region of
the encapsulant, & circuit mounting platform disposed in
the encapsulant periphery region, and a circuit device
disposed on the circuit mounting platform and coupled
to the integrated circuit die.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference numerais referring to the same feature
appearing in muitiple tigures are the same.

Figure 1 illustrates a cross-sectional top view of
packaged integrated circuit with a separate circuit
device mounted on a lead post.

Figure 2 illustrates the assembly of Figure 1 with a
plurality -of wire interconnections.

Figure 3 illustrates a close-up cross-sectional side
view of the separate circuit device placement and wire
interconnection of Figure 2.

Figure 4 illustrates a cross-sectional front view of
the packaged integrated circuit of Figure 1 showing the
separate circuit and wire placement.

Figure 5 illustrates a cross-sectional rear view of
the packaged integratad circuit of Figure 1 showing the
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separate ¢ireuit and wire placement,

Figure 6 illustrates a partial cross-sectional view of
a packaged integrated circuit with two additional sepa-
rate circuits mounted on lead posts with wire intercon-
nections,

Figure 7 illustrates a cross-sectional top view of a
packaged integrated circuit with two additional separate
circuits respectively mounted on two lead posts with
vertical and wire interconnections.

Figure 8 illustrates a close-up cross-sectional view
of one of the additional separate circuits of Figure 7.

Figure 9 idlustrates a cross-sectional top view of a
packaged integrated circuit with an additional separate
circuit mounted on two lead posts with vertical and
metal strip interconnections.

Figure 10 illustrates a crogs-sectional top view of g
packaged integrated circuit with an additional separate
circuit mounted on two lead pasts with vertical and cor-
rugated continuous lead post interconnections.

Figure 11 illustrates a cross-sectional top view of a
packaged integrated circuit with an additional separate
circuit mounted on three lead posts.

Figure 12 illustrates a cross-sectional top view of a
packaged integrated circuit with a die pad extension and
an additional separate circuit mounted on the die pad
extension.

Figure 13 illustrates a cross-sectional top view of
twe co-packaged integrated circuits with respective die
pad extensions and additional separate circuits
mounted on the respective die pads.

DETAILED DESCRIETION

The following description is intended to be illustra-
tive only and not limiting.

Referring to Figure 1, eight lead ("8L") SOIC inte-
grated circuit package configuration ("ICP configura-
tion™) 100 includes a 0.091 X 0.158 inches (2.31 X 4.01
mm) semiconductor integrated circuit die 102 downset
mounted on a 0.1 X 0.166 inches (2.54 X 4.22 mm) die
pad 104 using conventional mounting techniques and
materials within the corfines of plastic encapsulant 140.
Lead posts 106, 108, 110, 112, 114, 116, and 118 are
located along two sides of the integrated circuit 102 also
within the confines of plastic encapsulant 140. Leads
120, 122, 124, 126, 128, 130, 132, and 134 extend
external to the plastic encapsulant perimeter 136 to pro-
vide external interconnection sites. Lead posts 108,
108, 110, 112, 114, 116, and 118 and leads 120, 122,
124, 126, 128, 130, 132, and 134 may be any conduc-
tive material suitable for ICP configurations such as alu-
minum, copper, gold, and other metals and alloys.

Separate circuit 138 is a planar structure, i.e. hav-
ing no bottom vertical interconnections, mounted on
lead post 108, which serves as a die pad for circuit 138,
with conventional assembly technigques using conduc-
tive epoxy. soldering material, eutectic materials and
methods, or any other suitable materials and methods.
The circuit 138 may be mounted to lead post 108 at any
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time during the assembly process of ICP configuratian
100 prior to encapsulation and interconnection of circuit
138 to sites in accordance with specific circuit design
and layout. The circuit 138 represents a generic circuit
which may be, for example, an integrated circuit die
such as a dicde or temperature protecton circuitry,
other ESD protection circuitry, a discrete electrical
device, integrated circuit dice, a small packaged inte-
grated circuit, or any semiconductor device not specifi-
cally mentioned. Circuit 138 may, for example, be
connected, through electrical interconnections (not
shown in Figure 1}, to integrated circuit die 102, and/or
another separate circuit device {not shown), andfor a
circuit or dewice {not shown) external to ICP configura-
tion 100. Although Figures 2 and 3 iliustrate circuit 138
as a two terminal device, circuit 138 may include cther
terminais as necessitated by the particular circuit.

In Figure 1, the lead posts 106, 108, 110, 112, 114,
116, and 118 are 0.G14 inches (0.36 mm) wide. Assum-
ing for illustrative purposes that circuit 138 is a diode,
the 0.010 x 0.020 inch (0.254 X 0.508 mm) circuit 138 is
attached to 0.014 x 0.050 {0.36 X 1.27 mm) lead post
108. The 0.091 x 0.158 inch (2.31 X 4.01 mm) inte-
grated circuit die 102 is attached to a 0.100 x 0.166 inch
(2.54 X 4.22 mm) pad 104. The feads 120, 122, 124,
126, 128, 130, 132, and 134 are 0.016 inches (0.406
mm)} wide. Although specific dimensions and structural
configurations have been given, it will be understood by
one of ordinary skili in the art after reading this descrip-
tion that other dimensions and structural configurations
may be used for example, a die pad may be mounted on
tead post 108 prior to circuit 138 attachment.

ICP configuration 100 with circuit 138 incorporates
the low cost assembly techniques of mounting and
interconnecting two separate circuits (circuit 138 and
integrated circuit die 102) within a single ICP configura-
tion while avoiding monelithic approach and external
approach problems. Additionally, Figures 1-13 show
several separate circuit placements and various inter-
connections which illustratively demanstrate versatility
aspects of the intra-package separate circuits configu-
ration.

Referring to Figure 2, wires 202 and 204 intercon-
nect circuit 138 and lead posts 108 and 110, respec-
tively. Wires 206 and 208 interconnect lead posts 108
and 110, respectively. to integrated circuit die 102
Wires 210, 212, 214, 2186, 218, 220, and 222 intercon-
nect lead post 106 !0 various integrated circuit die 102
locations such as those shown in Figure 2. Although
specific wire interconnection terminal poirts are shown,
it will be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art in
light ot this description that circuit 138 may be con-
nected to additional and/or alternative sites as required
by specific circuit designs. For example, circuit 138 may
be electrically connected, through at least one of the
leads 120, 122,124, 126, 128, 130, 132, and 134 and/or
through another separate circuit (not shown) mounted
within plastic encapsulant 140, fo & circuit ar device
external (not shown) to ICP configuration 100 without



s EP Q773586 A2 &

being electrically connected o integrated circuit die
102. Additionally, although a specific circuit 138 mount-
ing location is shown, it will be understood by one of
ordinary skifl in the art in light of this description that cir-
cuit 138 may be mounted to additional and/for alterna-
tive sites, for example lead posts 128, 130, 132, or 134
or tie bars 142 or 144, as desired to accommodate spe-
cific designs.

The wire interconnections of Figure 2 and the fol-
lowing Figures are made by conventional stitch wire
bonding or any other suitable method unless otherwise
indicated.

Figure 3 illustrates a close-up cross-sectional side
view through line 3-3 on Figure 2 of the separate circuit
device 138 placement and wire interconnections to lead
posts 110 and 108. The height of circuit 138 is 0.010
inches (0.254 mm), and the loop height of wire intercon-
nections 202 and 204 is 0.012 inches (0.305 mm)
measured from the top plane of Gircuit 138. Aithough
specific loop heights are given, other loop heights may
be suitable for other packages. A0.029 inch {0.737 mm)}
lateral separation exists between intarconnection sites
302 and 304, and a 0.025 inch (0.635 mm) lateral sepa-
ration exists between interconnection sites 306 and
308.

Figure 4 illustrates a cross-gectional front view
through line 4-4 of Figure 2 of ICP configuration 100
showing circuit 138 and wire interconnections 202 and
206 between circuit 138 and lead post 108 and from
lead post 108 to integrated circuit die 102, respectively.

Figure 5 illustrates a cross-sectional rear view
through line 5-5 of Figure 2 of ICP contfiguration 100
showing the circuit 138 and interconnection placements
of wires 202 and 206.

Referring to Figure 6, a partial cross-sectional view
of 8L SOIC ICP configuration 800 is illustrated having
muitiple lead post mounted separate circuits 602 and
604 utilizing alternative connection schemes. Separate
circuits 602 and 6804 represent circuits such as those
represented by separate circuit 138. ICP corfiguration
BC0 includes leads 632, 634, 636, and 638 extending
from plastic encapsulant 640. ICP configuration 600
also includes circuits 602 and 604 mounted on fead
posts 608 and 610, respectively. The two circuits 602
and 604 are mounted separately from integrated circuit
dice 605 and 606, mounted on die pads 642 and 644,
respectively. Conventional assembly techniques mount
circuits 602 and 604 using conductive epoxy, soldering
material, autectic materials and methods, or any other
suitable materials and methods.

Figure 6 also illustrates wire interconnactions
between circuit 602 and lead post 614 and ICP configu-
ration 606 using wires 614 and 616, respectively. Wires
618 and 620 connect circuit 604 to lead posts 622 and
610, raspectively. Lead posts 622 and 610 are con-
nected to integrated circuit die 605 with wires 628 and
630, respectively. Lead posts 612 and 608 are con-
nected to integrated circuit die 606 with wires 624 and
626, respectively. ICP corfiguration 600 exhibits the
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advantages of ICP configuration 100 and additionally
provides added functional capability and versatility with
circuits 602 and 604 within a common plastic encapsu-
lant 640.

In Figure 7, SOIC ICP configuration 700 includes
separate circuit 702. Separate circuits 702 and 704 are
“flip chip” bonded, i.e. electrically interconnected via
backside contacts using, for example, conventional
bonding materials. Separate circuit’ 702 is verticaly
interconnected by flip chip bonding with bottorn conduc-
tive contacts 714 and 716 to lead posts 706 and 708,
respectively. Separate circuit 704 is vertically intercon-
nected by flip chip bonding with bottom conductive con-
tacts 718 and 720 to lead posts 710 and 712,
respectively. The conductive contacts 714, 716, 718,
and 720 are made of metal or other suitabie conductive
material. Conventionally, circuits are fliip ¢hip mounted
on a continuous surface. However, flip chip bonded sep-
arate circuits 702 and 704 bridge between two discon-
tinuous surfaces, lead posts 706 and 708 and lead
posts 710 and 712, respectively.

Figure 8 illustrates a close-up cross-sectional view
of circuit 702 through line 8-8 in Figure 7. As shown in
Figure 8, circuit 702 is attached between lead posts 706
and 708 with conductive materials 802 and 804. The
conductive materials 802 and 804 are, for example con-
ductive epoxy, soldering material, eutectic materials, or
any other suitable materials and methods. Respective
lead posts are preferably separated by a minimum gap
distance to provide electrical isolation between the
respective lead posts. For example, a minimum gap dis-
tance of approximately 0.005S inch (0.127 mm) is suita-
ble for an 8L SOIC package. The gap between lead
posts 706 and 708 prevents unnecessary mechanical
strain on circuit 702 and allows adequate contact sur-
face area between conductive contacts 714 and 716
and lead posts 706 and 708, respectively. Conductive
materials such as conductive materials 802 and 804
also attach circuit 704 to lead posts 710 and 712. In
addition, for circuits having more than two terminals,
other vertical interconnections may be made with addi-
tional bottom conductive material. As an alternative, cir-
cuits 702 and 704 may be aftached as a planar structure
with interconnections provided by wire bonding or other
suitable methods and materials. In another alternative,
circuits 702 and 704 use a combination of vertical inter-
connections and wire interconnections.

Referring to Figure 7, wire 730 interconnects lead
nost 706 to integrated circuit die 725, mounted on die
pad 732, and wires 722 and 724 interconnect two sepa-
rate interconnection sites on integrated circuit die 726,
mourted on die pad 734. The vertical interconnections
of circuits 702 and 704 result in a low profile circuit and
eliminate wire connections between circuit 702 and lead
posts 706 and 708 and between circuit 704 and lead
posts 710 and 712. ICP cordiguration 700 also exhibits
the additional advantages of ICP configuration 600 dis-
cussed above.

In Figure 9, a partial cross-sectional view of a gen-
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eral surface mount device ICP configuration 500 is illus-
trated. {CP configuration 900 inciudes a semiconductor
integrated circuit die 902 mounted on die pad 920 with
conventionai techniques and materials within the con-
fines of plastic encapsulant 904. Figure 9 includes sep-
arate circuit G506 vertically interconnected between Jsad
posts 908 and 970 using vertical interconnection
assembiy techniques and materials as discussed above
in conjunction with circuit 702 {Figures 7 and 8). Vertical
interconnection between metal strip 912 and lead post
910 and 914, and vertical interconnection between
metal strip 916 and lead post 914 and 918 is accom-
plished using conductive epoxy, soldering material,
eutectic materials and methods, or with other suitable
assembly materials and techniques. The metal strips
may be any metal, for exampie, alurminum, copper, gold,
or metal alloys.

CP configuration 900 offers a low profile separate
circuit 806 interconnection between lead posts 908 and
910 and low profile interconnections between lead
posts 910, 914, and 918 via melal strips 912 and 916.
Additionally, ICP configuration 900 offers the advan-
tages discussed above with ICP configuration 100.

Referring to Figure 10, a partial cross-sectional
view of a general surface mount device ICP configura-
tion 1000 is Mustrated. [CP configuration 1000 is identi-
cal to ICP configuration 900 excepting that metal strips
912 and 918 (Figure 9) have been replaced with a com-
mon lead past 1002. Corrugations 1004 and 1006 rein-
force grippage of plastic encapsulant 1004 to lead post
1002. In addition to improved plastic encapsulant 1004
grippage, |CP configuration 1000 offers the advantages
discussed with ICP configuration 900.

Referring to Figure 11, a cross-sectional view of
SOIC ICP configuration 1100 is illustrated. The configu-
ration of die pad 1110 allows lead post 1104 to extend
proximate to lead posts 1106 and 1108 thereby allowing
attachment of separate circuit 1102 1o lead posts 1104,
1106, and 1108. Circuit 1102 may he verticaily intercon-
nected to lead posts 1104, 1106, and 1108, a planar
structure with wirg interconnections using assembly
techniques and materiais discussed above, or intercon-
nected using a combination of vertical interconnection,
planar structures, and wire interconnaction. Circuit 1102
and lead posts 1104, 1106, and 1108 may be con-
nected to integrated circuits dice 1112 and/or 1114
using the wire interconnection assembly techniques
and materials discussed above or by flip chip bonding.
ICP configuration 1100 may be utilized when the die
pad 1110 size allows for proximately locating three or
more leads. Extending lead post 1104 eliminates the
processing steps associated with the addition of metal
strips and wire interconnections. Other advantages dis-
cussed in conjunction with ICP configuration 1000 are
appiicable to ICP corfiguration 1100. The die pad 1110
configuration may be variously dimensioned to accom-
modate virtually any iead post arrangement allowing
separate Circuit bridging between multiple lead posts
and sets of multiple lead posts.
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Referring ta Figure 12, a cross-sectional view of
SOIC ICP configuration 120Q 15 illustrated. Figure 12
illustrates placement of & die pad extension in an
unused region between lead posts. The die pad exten-
sion provides an agdditional circuit mounting platform for
additional separate circuits.

ICP configuration 1200 includes die pad 1202 with
a0.028 x 0.016 inch (0.711 x 0.406 mm) die pad exten-
sion 1204 of a size suitable to accommaodate separate
circuit 1206 within plastic encapsulant 1226, Die pad
extension 1204 is preferably formed as a co-planar,
integral part of die pad 1202. After reading this disclo-
sure, it will be understood by one of ordinary skill in the
art that well-known methods may be used to fabricate
die pad extension 1204. Lead post 1216 is preferably
separated from die pad extension 1204 by at least 0.005
inches (0.127 mmy to provide electrical isolation.

Circuit 1206 is interconnected {not shown) 1o inte-
grated circuit 1228 and/or lead posts 1208, 1210, 1214,
1216, 1218, 1220, 1222, and/or 1224 with metal strips
or wire interconnections using assembly techniques
and materials discussed above. Circuit 1206 may be
attached to die pad extension 1204 using suitable con-
ventional materials and techniques. Additionally, circuit
1206 may be electrically connected or electrically iso-
lated from die pad extension 1204. Bond wires 1230
and 1232 interconnect separate circuit 1206 to inte-
grated circuit die 1228 and lead post 1214, respectively.

ICP configuration 1200 offers the advantages dis-
cussed above in conjunction with a separate circuit
enclosed within a commoen plastic encapsulant. Addi-
tionally, low profile advantages can be achieved through
the utilization of low profile interconnections. Further-
more, {CP configuration 1200 also offers the versatile
interconnectability options.

Referring to Figure 13, a cross-sectional view of
S0IC ICP configuration 1300 is illustrated. ICP configu-
ration 1300 inc¢ludes 0.100 x 0.078 {2.54 X 1.98 mm)
inch die pad 1302 with a die pad extension 1304 of a
size suitable to accommodate separate circuit 1306,
and 0.100 x 0.078 inch (2.54 X 1.98 mm) die pad 1308
with a die pad extension 1310 of a size suitable to
accommodate separate circuit 1312 within plastic
encapsulant 1334, Bond wires 1336 and 1338 intercon-
nect circuit 1306 10 0.092 x 0.072 inch {2.34 x 1.83 mmy)
integrated circuit 1314 and lead post 1320, respectively
using assembly techniques and materials discussed
above. Bond wires 1340 and 1342 interconnect circuit
1312 to 0.092 x 0.072 inch {2.34 x 1.83 mm) integrated
circuit 1316 and lead post 1322, respectively using
assembiy technigques and materials discussed above.
Circuits 1306 and 1312 may be attached to die pad
extensions 1304 and 1310, respectively, using suitable
conventional materials ad techniques. Additionally, Cir-
cuits 1306 and 1312 may be electrically connected or
electrically isolated from die pad extensions 1304 and
1310, respectively.

ICP contiguration 1300 offers the advantages dis-
cussed above in conjunction with a separate circuits
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enclosed within a common plastic encapsuiant, Addi-
ticnally. low profiie and versatile interconnectability
advartages can be achieved as discussed above with
ICP configuration 1200.

While the invention has been described with
respect 1o the embodiments and variations set forth
above, these embodiments and variations are illustra-
tive and the invention is not to be considered limited in
scope to these embodiments and variations. For exam-
ple, while Figures 1, 2, 4, 5, and 9-12 each illustrate one
separate circuit and Figures 6-8 illustrate two separate
circuits, additional separate circuits may be incorpo-
rated info the respective ICP configurations to provide
desired functions. Also, although integrated circuits are
discussed in conjunction with Figures 1-13, any semi-
conductor device, integrated or otherwise, may be used
in conjunction with intra-package separate circuits.
Additionally, although specific interconnection sites are
illustrated in Figures 1-13, respectively, it will be under-
stood by one of ordinary skill in the art after reading this
description that other interconnection sites useful with
specitic circuits may be utilized. Also, the separate cir-
cuits may be connected, through electrical interconnec-
tions, to circuits within the same package and/or to
circuits external to the package.

Furthermore, a combination of metal strip, wire
bond interconnections, and wvertical interconnections
may be used as well as other interconnection methods
and materials. Moreover, additional integrated circuits
may be mounted within a single housing and coupled to
one or more separate circuits, In Figures 12 and 13, ICP
configurations 1200 and 1300 may incorporate addi-
tional die pad extensions in unused portions of the
respective ICP configuration for additionat separate cir-
cuits. Die pad extensions and lead posts may also be
used in combination as mounting platforms for separate
circuits. Additionally, separate cirguit devices may have
muiltiple terminal sites on one or a combination sur-
faces. Although SOIC particular in this description or
packages, for example, DIP, PDIP, ZIP, TSSOP, SOJ,
SOP, TSOP, and other IC packages are suitable as well.
Aiso, afthough plastic encapsulants have been dis-
cussed, gther encapsulant materials may be utilized as
well. Moreover, dimensions specified herein are illustra-
tive and other dimensions may be used. Accordingly,
various other embodiments and modifications and
improvements not described herein may be within the
spirit and scope of the present invention, as defined by
the following claims.

Claims
1. A circuit package configuration comprising:

an encapsulant having an interior region and a
periphery region;

a die pad disposed within the encapsulant;

an integrated circuit die disposed on the die
pad in the interior region of the encapsulant;
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10.

a circuit mounting platform disposed in the
encapsulant periphery region: and

a circuit device disposed on the circuit mount-
ing platform.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 1
wherein the circuit device is electrically coupled to
the integrated circuit die.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 1§
wherein the circuit mounting ptatform is a lead post.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 1
wherein the die pad includes an extension having a
portion disposed in the encapsulant periphery
region, and the circuit mounting platform is the
extension of the die pad.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 1 the cir-
cuit package configuration further comprising:

a plurality of lead posts dispesed in the encap-
sulant periphery region, wherein the circuit
mounting platform is a die pad tab disposed -
between two of the lead posts.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 1 further
comprising:

a first conductor coupled between the circuit
device and the circuit mounting platform; and
a second conductor coupled between the cir-
cuit device and the semiconductor device.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 1
wherein the circuit device is a dicde.

A circuit package configuration as in clam 1
wherein the circuit device is flip chip bonded to the
circuit mounting platform.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 1
wherein tha encapsulant is comprised of a plastic
material.

An integrated circuit package configuration com-
prising:

a plurality of lead posts,

an encapsulant having an interior region and
having a periphery region encompassing the
fead posts and circumscribing the interior
region;

a die pad disposed within the encapsulant inte-
rior region;

an integrated circuit die disposed on the die
pad,

a circuit mounting platform disposed in the
encapsulant periphery region; and
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a circuit device dispesed on the circuit mount-
ing platform and electrically coupted to the inte-
grated circuit die.

A integrated circuit package configuration as in
claim 10 further comprising:

a first conductor coupled between the circuit
device and one of the lead posts; and

a second conductor coupled between the cir-
cuit device and the integrated circuit die.

A integrated circuit package configuration as in
claim 11 wherein the first and second conductors
ara wires.

A integrated circuit package configuration as in
claim 11 wherein the first conductor is a metal strip.

A integrated circuit package configuration as in
claim 10 wherein the circuit device is an electro-
static discharge protection circuit device.

A integrated circuit package configuration as in
claim 10 wherein the circuit mounting platform is a
lead post.

A integrated circuit package configuration as in
claim 10 wherein the die pad includes a extension
having a portion disposed in the encapsulant
periphery region, and the circuit mounting platform
is the extension of the die pad.

A integrated circuit package cornfiguration as in
claim 10 wherein the circuit device is a planar struc-
ture bonded to the die pad extension.

A integrated circuit package configuration as in
claim 10 further comprising:

a second circuit mounting platform disposed in
the encapsulant periphery region; and

a second circuit device disposed on the second
circuit mounting platform.

A integrated circuit package configuration as in
claim 18 wherein the die pad includes a extension
having a portion disposed in the encapsulant
periphery region, the first circuit mounting platform
15 a lead post, ad the second circuit device mount-
ing platform is the die pad extension.

A integrated circuit package configuration as in
claim 10 wherein the integrated circuit package
configuration includes small outline integrated
package features.

A circuit package configuration comprising:
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22.

23.

24,

25,

26,

27.

28.

29.

30,

a pluralty of lead posts disposed within the G-

cuit package configuration;

a circuit device disposed on a first of the lead

posts; and

an integrated circuit die disposed within the ¢ir-

cuit package configuration and electrically cou-
. pted to the circuit device.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 21
wherein the circuit device is flip chip bonded to the
first lead post and flip chip bonded to another lead
post.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 21 fur-
ther comprising:

a first conductor coupled between the circuit
device and the first lead post;

a second conductor coupled between the cir-
cuit device and the semiconductor device; and
a plurality of conductors coupled between the
lead posts and the integrated circuit die.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 21
whereain the plurality of lead posts includes a sec-
ond lead post, the circuit package configuration fur-
ther comprising:

a second circuit device disposed on another of
the lead posts.

A circuit package corfiguration as in claim 21 fur-
ther comprising:

a die pad having a die pad extension, wherein
the integrated circuit die is disposed on the die
pad and a portion of the die pad extension is
disposed between two of the lead posts; and

a second circuit device disposed on the die pad
extension.

A circuit package configuration as in clam 21
wherein the circuit device is an electrostatic dis-
charge circuit device.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 21
whersin the circuit device is a second integrated cir-
cuit die.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 21
wherein the circuit package configuration includes
thin shrunk small outline package features.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 21
wherein the circuit device is a planar structure
bonded to the lead post.

A circuit package configuration as in claim 21
wherein the circuit device is coupled to the first lead
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past with g wire.

31. A methed of intra-packaging circuit devices com-
prising the steps of:

forming a die pad;

forming a plurality of conductors proximate to

the die pad;

attaching a integrated circuit die to the die pad;
attaching a circuit device to at least one of the 10
conductors;

coupling the conductors to the integrated circuit

die;

coupling the circuit device to at least one of the
conductors; and 15
encapsulating the die pad, conductors, inte-
grated circuit die, and circuit device within a
common encapsulant.
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