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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ADOLF WESTMEYER, 

of Pacific, in the county of Franklin and 
State of Missouri, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Wire Stretchers and 
Holders, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

implements used to stretch fence wire, and 
retain it stretched while the wire strand is be 
ing Secured to the supporting post, the ob 
jects being, to provide a novel, simple and 
Convenient device of the type indicated, 
Which will afford means for the stretching of 
a fence wire from post to post, and enable 
the manipulator easily to retain the wire in 
a stretched condition, while he secures the 
Strand upon posts at fence corners or inter 
mediately of the same. 
To these ends, my invention consists in the 

peculiar construction and combination of 
parts, as is hereinafter described and claimed. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in both the figures. 

Figure 1 is a plan view, partly in section, 
of the improvement in position for service; 
and Fig. 2 is an edge view of the improved 
device opposite the arrow 2, in Fig.1. 
An elongated metal shank A, is provided, 

tegrally formed thereon, the shank body bo 
ing flattened for a proper length as at b 
where it extends from the small end of the 
socket. At c, a swell is formed oppositely on 
each edge of the part b, to provide a seat for 
the similar locking dogs B, that are pivoted 
upon the opposite sides of the shank portion 
b, by a single transverse headed bolt d, that 
is inserted through the dogs and intervening 
shank, and is loosely secured thereto by a 
nut d', or like means. The shank of the wire 
stretcher, is widened at e, e, producing oppo 
site shoulders at said points, which form 
right angles with the sides of the part b, and 
this widened portion which is preferably ta 
pered a suitable degree, terminates in two 
parallel rounded ears g, that are separated 
by a slot which extends from the end of the 
shank longitudinally and centrally between 

the ears, to permit the introduction between 
them, of a fulcrum block C, which is pivoted 
by one end thereto as shown ath. The block 
C, is curved edgewise, so as to afford a lateral 
limb i, of a proper length for the support of 
a hook bar D, there being a preferably rect 
angular aperture , longitudinally formed 
through this limb at its center of thickness, 
for the free insertion of the straight stem of 
the hook bar, as shown in Fig. 1. A hook n, 
of suitable dimensions is formed on the end 
of the bar D, which projects beyond the free 
end of the limb i, the terminal m' of said hook 
being sharpened. The edge of the hook bar 
D, that is farthest removed from the pivot 
bolt h, when the parts of the device are con 
nected, has a series of spaced notches n, 
formed in it, which are sloped on their sides 
nearest the hook n, producing shoulders for 
the locking engagement there with of the V 
shaped toe n' on the locking lever o, which is 
pivoted between the parallel ears o', project 
ing from the edge of the fulcrum block that 
is above the notches in. The toe of the lever 
projects through a hole in the block C, so as 
to interlock with any one of the notches in 
that may lie below it, such a contact being 
enforced by the spring p as is shown in Fig. 
1. The hook bar D, is prevented from com 
plete removal by a cross-pin r, that will im 
pinge upon the fulcrum block C, When the 
bar is drawn so as to cause such a contact. 
To afford a proper leverage for the improved 

implement, a wooden handle E is inserted in 
the socket piece a, and secured by a screw or 
other means, this lever or handle which is 
shown broken away in Fig. 1, being given a 
proper length for effective service. 
When the implement in complete form, is 

to be employed for the erection of a fence 
using barbed or other wire strands in its con 
struction, the operation is essentially as foll 
lows: The wire strands, shown in part, is of 
a suitable length for an extension along a 
line of posts such as F, and has one end at 
tached to an upright planted post. The wire 
strands, is gripped between one of the swing 
dogs B, and the shoulder e, of the shank A. 
that is opposite the end of the dog, the bite 
of the dog on the wire being shown clearly 
in Fig. 1; such an engagement of the imple 
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3. 

ment With the wire being had at a point near 
the post F, whereon the wire strand is to be 
Secured laterally, after it has been stretched 
a Sufficient degree. The operator now causes 
the hook in, to have contact with the face of 
the post F, that is nearest to another fence 
post Whereon the wire has a secured engage 
ment, and the fulcrum block C, is caused to 
rest its limb i, on the side of the post F that 
is parallel with the side whereon the wire S 
is to be affixed, the shank A and attached 
dogs B, being extended toward the operator 
Who is at the side of the fence post which is 
to receive the wire strand S. The manipu 
lator now swings the lever or handle E, away 
from the hook m, or in the direction of the 
curved arrow i in Fig. 1, which will in 
crease the bite of the dog B on the wire S, 
and stretch the latter a proper degree, throw 
ing the lever and its shank, with the clamped 
Wire, relatively into the positions indicated 
by dotted lines in Fig. 1, the fence wire be 
ing then drawn against the side of the up 
right post F, so as to permit the operator to 
retain the lever in the position mentioned by 
a side pressure of his body upon it, while he 
holds and drives a staple over the wire and 
into the post to secure the taut fence wire in 
position on the latter. The provision of the 
duplicate locking dogs B, affords convenient 
neans for applying the implement upon the 
wire to draw it in either direction by turning 
the tool over, as for effective service the lat 
ter should be so held as to permit the fence 
Wire to engage its upper side, as shown in 
Fig. 1. The adaptation of the hook bar D, 
for longitudinal adjustment on the fulcrum 
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block C, is of service to enable the proper 
relative engagement of these parts upon 
posts of different thicknesses, so that the 
wire gripping portion of the device can be 
efficiently operated. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. The combination with a handle, a shank 
thereon axially extended therefrom, opposite 
shoulders on the shank, and duplicate vibra 
tile dogs on the shank, adapted to lock wire 
between their ends and said shoulders, of a 
pivoted, laterally-bent fulcrum block on the 
Shank, and a hook bar longitudinally mov 
able and securable on said block, substan 
tially as described. 

2. The combination with a handle, an axi 
ally extending shank thereon, opposite lock 
ing shoulders on the shank, and locking dogs 
pivoted oppositely on the shank and adapted 
to lock wire between their ends and said 
shoulders, of a laterally curved fulcrum block 
pivotally attached to the shank terminal by 
one end and longitudinally apertured through 
its other member, a hook barbent at one end, 
serrated on one edge, and adapted to slide in 
the aperture in the block, and a pivoted 
Spring-pressed locking lever having a toe that 
engages the serrations on the bar through a 
hole in the fulcrum block, substantially as 
described. 

ADOLE WESTMEYER. 

Witnesses: 
JOSEPH M. OLTMAN, 
G. H. GROSS. 
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