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(57) Abstract: An optical modulator (e.g., an RZ optical modulator) composed of Mach-Zehnder optical modulators (2, 3). Each of
the Mach-Zehnder optical modulators (2, 3) has a substrate (4) producing an electro-optic effect, an optical waveguide (5) disposed
\& on the substrate, and electrodes (6, 22, 32) arranged near the optical waveguide, thereby realizing a compact optical modulator and
low drive voltage. The Mach-Zehnder optical modulators are arrayed on a substrate and interconnected in multistage.
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