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(57) Abstract: An operation section of an
endoscope includes an insertion section-side
housing (12) having an insertion section (2) with
a curve section, a body-side housing (13), and
an operation lever (14) for operating the curve
section. The insertion section-side housing has
wires (20a-20d) for curving the curve section,
first engagement members (19a-19d) capable
of advancing and receding in the longitudinal
direction, and coil springs (24a-24d). The
body-side housing has operation wires (29a-29d)
connected to the operation lever, second
engagement sections (27a-27d) connected to the
operation wires, capable of advancing and receding
in the longitudinal direction, and engageable with
the first engagement member, and coil springs
(31a-31d). When the insertion section-side housing
and the body-side housing are slid to be engaged
with each other, the first engagement member and
the second engagement members are engaged with
each other and transmit movement of the operation
lever to the curve section of the insertion section.
The insertion section-housing can be replaced
without positioning it to the body-side housing.
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