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(57) Abstract

An apparatus for facilitating retrieval of an item, for example a well head, from a well, said
apparatus comprising means (28) for engaging said item characterised in that said apparatus further
comprises locking means (66, 68) for inhibiting said means (20) from inadvertently releasing said item.
A system for facilitating retrieval of an item from a well, the system comprising a grapple (20), and a
cutting tool (30) arranged therebelow characterised in that said system further comprises means (122,
154) for expelling fluid under pressure disposed above said cutting tool (30). A method for facilitating
retrieval of an item from a well using the system of the invention, the method comprising the steps of
inserting at least part of said system into a tubular, rotating said cutting tool, at least part of said cutting
tool engaging said tubular to cut said tubular, which cutting action generates swarf characterised in
that said method comprises the step of expelling fluid above said cutting tool for inhibiting said swarf
reachingsaid grapple. An apparatus for facilitating retrieval of an item from a well, said apparatus
comprising at least one arm (28), characterised in that said at least one arm (28) comprises at least one
groove (59, 59a) for receiving debris that might otherwise inhibit the operation of said apparatus.
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1. Claims: 1-12

An apparatus for facilitating retrieval of an item from a
well, characterised by locking means.

2. Claims: 13-21

An apparatus and method for facilitating retrieval of an
item from a well, characterised by means that prevent swarf
or debris from interfering with the operation of said
apparatus.
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