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A method and apparatus for determining an internal state of a host processor.

Test data may be loaded into an output port of a service processor. The service processor

may poll a valid bit stored in the host processor. Upon determining that the valid bit is

clear, the service processor may transmit the test data to the host processor, and set the

valid bit. State data may be generated responsive to the test data. The state data may be

written into output port of the host processor. The service processor may receive the data

from the output port of the host processor. The operation of determining the state of the

host processor is performed without interrupting the execution of instructions in the host

Processor.
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