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Application filed April 9, 1921. 

Zo (till thom, it may con?tern. 
Be it tenown that I, ALBERT FREEMAN. a. 

citizen (if the United States, residing at 
Moine, is the county of Rock Island anti 
State of Illinois, have invented certai: new 
arid :seful Improvements in Vegetable and 
Fruit (eceptacies, (, f which tie following is 
:) specification. - 
My it vention has reference to a vegetaile 

and fruit, receptacle, anti is iesigned prin 
cipally for use in a retai store. One of tic 
purposes thereof is to provide a convenient 
receptacie for potatoes and sinilar articles, 
which are usually purchased in small quan 
tities by measurement or corresponding 
weights, and means connected with such re 
ceptacle for the positive discharge of the 
articles therefrom. 
Another purpose thereof is to provide a 

discharge chute or scoop at the opening from 
which the vegetables are delivered which 
can be raised into a non-operative position 
and interrupt the movement of such vege 
tables. 
Another purpose thereof is to provide a 

convenient weighing apparatus which can 
be used interchangeably with severai recep 
tacles, which apparatus is fitted to hold the 
container into which the vegetables are to 
be delivered, and which can be adjusted for 
containers of different sizes. Such appa 
ratus automatically indicates the weight of 
the articles as they are received in the con 
tainer, and by the use of the machine the 
vegetables can be delivered in desired (tuan 
tities without the necessity of handling them 
in the usual manner. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 shows my invention in front eleva 

tion. 
Fig. 2 is a medial vertical section thereof. 

with the weighing apparatus removed. 
Fig. 3 is a plan view thereof. 
Figs. 4 and 5 are details of the frame 16, 

with the bar 19 in different supporting posi 
tions. 

Fig. 6 is a modified form of agitator for 
use in discharging the vegetabies. 

1 represents a frame, supportei on legs 2, 
provided with swived rollers 3, by means of 
which the device can be moved from One 
point to another in a store. In the upper 
part of the frame is a casing 4. suspended 
in which is a hopper 5, the sides of which 
converge downwardly toward a sloping floor 
6, at the lower end of which is an opening 7 

Serial No. 460,096. 

in the casing 4. The floor 6 has an openin 
ki'. S. above which is an agitator 9, forme 

series of Steps, each of which contains 
ii. 1); 'ality of openings 10. At one side of 

as its 4 as at (c. is pivoted a rod 11. 
! E:aises beneath the agitator 9 and has 

''' title?:tiot; there with, so that an 
( sei: iiig in G', 'linent (, such lar in a hori 
zotti; lite will im: art a reciprocating 
!! O' either to tie agitator. The movable en 
') the rod it is connected by a rod 12 with 
& hand-lever 3, fulcruined to the front of 
the Ina cline, as at b, and the lever 11 is 
“Innected with the rear part of the frame 
by a coited Spring 14, which tends to hold 
sligh lever normally in a rearward position. 
On the front side of the machine, at the 

i: per part thereof, is a cross-bar 15, to 
with is attached a frame 16, secured to the 
'asing at its lower end by means of arms 
lf. Pivoted to one side of said frame, as at 
6, is a hand-lever 18, pivoted to which is a 
bar 19, so as to be vertically movable. At 
the upper end of the bar 19 is a hook 20, 
tion w! is Silpported a scale 21, by means 
of a too 2:2 or the upier end thereof. Said 
Scale is provided with a dial 23 and indi 
cator 24. Of a common type, and depending 
"em the scale bean is a frame 25, support. 

ing at its lover end a platform 26, adapted 
to receive a sack or other container, as in clicated it, 27. 

tlingely connected to the casing 4 at the 
lower side of the opening 7, is a chute 28, 
provided with a cross-plate 29. When in 
lowered position, as shown in full lines in 
Fir. 2, the discharge end of the chute is in 
proximity to the mouth of the container 27, 
So that articles passing through such chute 
will be received in the container. When 
the chute is raised the plate 29 forms a bar 
across the lower part of the outlet from the 
receptacle, and assists in holding the con 
tents thereof from movement. 
Where vegetables are purchased in small 

quantities it is usually in pecks or half 
pecks, or amounts approximate thereto. On 
that account two sizes of sacks are found to 
be convenient, namely, a fifteen pound size, 
and one about half as large. The position 
of the platform 26 which would be suitable 
for the large sized sack wouid not answer so 
well for the small-sized one, as it would 
bring the mouth of the sack too far below 
the chute, and some of the articles would 
be spilled. To overcome this difficulty the 
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engagement with the pins 

2. 

frame 25 and platform are vertically nov 
able, through the support thereof on the bar 
19. When a larger sized containe' is being 
used the bar 19 is at its owest position, 
as shown in Fig. 5, and when a smailer S&ck 
is to be used such bar is raised to the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 4. This bitings the plat 
form closer to the end of the chute 28. The 
liever 18 and bar 19 can be locked in elevated 
position by means of a Spring latch 30 on 
the lever 18, adapted for engagement with 
a notch 31 in the frame 16. 

in operation, a sack of suitable size is 
placed in the platform 26, and he chute 28 
Eipped downwardly. If the vegetables do 
not move of their own gravity, the hand 
lever 3 is actuated, inoving the agitator 9. 
and causing a forced feed of the contents of 
the receptacle. Any dirt contained on the 
vegetabies is removed in this process and 
passes through the openings 10 into a box 32 
beneath the opening in the floor, which box 
can be removed and emptied when aecessary. 
As soon as it appeal's from the Scale indi 

cator that the desired weight of vegetables 
has been received on the platform, the chute 
28 is raised, checking the movement of any 
more of such articles. 
By having the scale and bag Support de 

tachably supported on the frame 16, this 
part of the machine can be quickly removed 
and transferred to another receptacle which 
is similarly arranged. One of the weighing 
apparatuses can this be employed for a 
number of receptacles containing the same 
class of vegetables, or different classes of 
vegetables and fruits, 

in Fig. 3 is shown a form of agitator 
which can be substituted for the One herein 
before set forth. 33 indicates a frame, hav 
ing end-pieces 34, and a central cross-bar 
35, upon which is slidable 3, shaker-bar 36. 
At one end of the frame is a series of rods 
or wires 37, secured at One end to the cross 
piece 34, and provided at their inner ends 
with loops 38, in engagement with pins 39 
on the bar 36. At the opposite end of the 
frame is a similar series of rods 40, also 
provided at their inner ends with loops in 

39 beneath the 
loops 38. A lateral oscillation of the bar 
36 imparts a shaking movement to the rods 
37 and 40, and the frame 33 being set on an 
incline. to correspond with that of the floor 
(3, vegetables received on the rods would be 
moved downwardly thereby, the dirt, passing 
downwardly betwee: the rods. One end of 
the bar 36 has connected thereto the end of 
a hand-lever 4, fulcrumed on an an 42, 
as at d. The Outer end of the hand-lever 
would be at the front of the machine, con 
venient, for use by the operator. 
While the invention has been pointed out, 

as being more specially intended for the 
handling of potatoes, it is not limited to 
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such use, but can be employed in the hall 
dling of any vegetabies of a similar char. 
acter, and apples or other fruits which will 
move freels in a receptacie of that kind. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Let 
1. A device of the class described, com 

70 

prising a suitably notinted receptacle hav 
ing an opening in one of its sides; a fioor 
for said receptacle, having an incline to 
Ward the lower edge of said opening, and 
provided with a central opening; an agi 
tator mounted in said floor above said open 
ing, formed of 2 Series of steps: a chute 
hingedly attached to said receptacle in front 
of the opening therein, and provided with 

to said opening when the chute is raised: 
and means for actilating Said agitator from 
the outside of the receptacle. 

2. A device of the class described, com 
prising & Suitably mounted receptacle hav 

ing in One of its sides; a floor for said re 
ceptacle, inclined toward the lower edge of 
said opening, and having a central opening 
beneath said hopper: an agitator mounted 

80 

a cross-plate forming a partial obstruction 

85 

ing a hopper in its upper part, and an open 
90 

in Said foor above said opening, formed of 
a series of periorated steps; means for actu 
a ting said agitator from the outside of the 
receptacle: and a removable box beneath 
said agitator. 

3. A device of the class described, com 
prising a suitably mounted receptacle: pro 
vided with a suitable hopper and having a 
discharge opening in one of its sides; a floor 
for said receptacle, inclined toward the 
lower edge of said opening, and having a 
central opening beneath said hopper; an 
agitator operable in the opening in said 
floor; means for actuating Said agitator 
from the outside of chute hingedly attached to said receptacle 
in front of the opening therein, normally 
forming an obstruction for the contents of 
said receptacle, but adapted to be turned 
into position to form a discharge pipe there 
for. . . . . . . . -- 

4. A device of the class described, com 
prising a suitably mounted receptacle hay 
ing an opening in one of its sides; a floor 
for said receptacle inclined toward the lower 
edge of said opening, and provided with a 
centrai aperture; an agitating device oper 
ably supported in said aperture; means for 
actuating said agitating device from the dis 
charge side of Said receptacle: a discharge 
spout hingedly attached to said receptacle 
it front of the opening therein and pro 
vided with a cross-plate forming a barrier 
when said Spout is turned tipwardly; a scale 
supported above Said opening; and a plat 
form Supported from the beam of said scale 
in line with and below said discharge spout. 

5. A device of the class described, com 

the receptacle; and a 
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rising a suitably mounted receptacle pro 
vided with a discharge opening in one of 
its sides: a floor for said receptacle inclined 
toward the lower edge of said or sening: a 
lischarge spout hingedly attached to said 
receptacle in front of said opening: a 
attached to said receptacle above said open 
ig; ; bar supported in said frame so as to 

vertically movable therein: means fo!' he 

franc, 

SB 

holding said bar in adjusted positions, ver- 0 
tically: a scale removably attached to said 
bar: and a hiatform suspended from said 
scale in line with and below said discharge 
spout... the Weight of articles on said plat 
form being indicated by said scale. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
ALBERT FREEMAN. 
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